Social Life of the Ayyas.
the people, which forced them to come in contact with the commercial and agricultural classes. The kings were enjoined to be devout, to govern their passions, that they might act as fathers to the people. Manu (Book III) ordained that the king who, through weakness of intellect, rashly oppresses his people's will, together with his family, be deprived of his kingdom and life. In Manu, the Vishnu Purans and Mudra Rakhasha (Wilson's Work Vol. I) the names of several kings are given as having been deposed, which shows that the people appreciated liberty and that the kings could not exercise their power if they did not do their duty to them. The government, though monarchical, was not despotic. It consulted the people of all classes on important questions and the dethronement of a king, as well as his installation, was in the hands of the people. When Tajati intended to make over his kingdom to his youngest son, the people assembled and remonstrated. They at last agreed to the proposal, when he gave a satisfactory explanation (Mahabharat).
Dasarath, wishing to retire, summoned his people, and stating that object of the meeting, requested them to devise a " prudent plan."
11 Priest and townsmen, priest and chief,
All met in consultation brief,
And, soon agreed with one accord,
Gave answer to their sovereign lord:
* King of the land, we know thee old.
Thousands of years have o'er thee rolled,
Rama, thy son, we pray anoinfc
And at  thy  side   his place   appoint/*
(Griffiths' Ramayan.) Dasaraih then addressed Kama as follows:
<c This day the people's general voice
Elects thee king of love and choice,
And I, consenting to the prayer,
Will make thee darling, regent, heir/* On the day of coronation :
" There gathered first the chiefs of trade,
Nor peer nor captain long delayed,
Assembling all in order due
The consecrating rite to view/'
In the Adi Parva it is stated that, when the Pandavas returned to Hastinapur after marrying Draupadi, the citizens assembled and discussed the question who should be crowned. They deliberately determined, and said: "We shall instal the, eldest Pandava (Yudisthira), he being well versed in milit and of exemplary character/' After tjie death of " citizens IBvited all the inhabitants to inatelhis
